At present, demand calls forth supply in the world of microbiology journals. The proliferation of new journals in the last few years has been in accordance with the increasing number of Ph.D.s and scientifi c advances, as well as the acute exigency of publishing relevant results.
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In hard-copy journals, the costs of publication are met by subscriptions paid by the reader. In "Microbiology Insights", as in other open access journals, these costs are borne by the author in the form of a publication processing fee. Many grantawarding bodies and institutions recognise the value of open access publishing, by allowing their funds to be used for PPFs. Fee waivers and discounts are available on a case-by-case basis, and we shall make every effort to ensure that lack of funds does not impede the overall objective of publishing the best science, irrespective of authorship or country of origin.
I do not foresee that open access, online journals will completely replace the traditional print format in the immediate future, although this may be an increasing trend with time. I am certain, however, that the benefi ts of online publication, and the extra opportunities that digital technologies give to authors, will be increasingly recognised. Open access is of huge benefi t to the researchers working in institutions around the world where institutional libraries are unable to afford subscription fees for a full range of journals.
We defi ne our interests, concerns, and perspective in the broadest possible manner. We most certainly welcome articles incorporating new fi ndings and viewpoints, provided only that they are of relevance to the Microbiology perspective. Accordingly, we will attempt to build on current microbiology knowledge in upcoming issues of "Microbiology Insights". We want the reader to appreciate your work and our work, and what is not known today we will know tomorrow.
I expect that "Microbiology Insights" will attract manuscripts of the highest quality which are of the greatest possible benefi t to readers. Peer review is undertaken by at least two leading experts in the area of the manuscript.
Therefore, we invite you to send your research papers, reviews and articles for the current and the forthcoming issues. For further information on what we hope will be an exciting and highly useful new journal, please click on the "about this journal" link on the journal's web page.
